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March 27, 2020 
 
 
Dear Tewksbury Families and Staff: 
 
Greetings to all our Tewksbury community. We know that school closure and home instruction cannot 
be easy for all of you with students at home. We recognize the pressure parents are under with home 
learning, working from home, and maintaining balance for families. This letter is to update you on our 
current school functioning and plans for the future.  
 
Our staff has been committed to providing our students with meaningful home learning. Teachers and 
staff are working hard to ensure we educate our students during these unusual circumstances. The 
home instruction activities are intended to engage your child in meaningful learning.  
 
To comply with Governor Murphy's order, the Tewksbury School District will continue to be closed. 
Our schools will remain closed as long as the executive order from the Governor remains in effect.  
This morning we learned that Governor Murphy does not intend to assess the reopening of schools 
until at least April 17, 2020. This means home instruction will continue through April 9th.  Our originally 
scheduled district Spring Break will remain as planned, from April 10th through and April 19th.   
 
Our school district’s instructional chart for home learning will be extended for two more weeks. Our 
home instruction school day will continue to run from 9:30am to 2:30pm, to create a routine for our 
students and your family.  On Monday afternoon we will publish the next two weeks of the home 
instruction chart for days 11 through 20.  You will be notified via email when the plan is accessible on 
our website.  
 
In terms of academic testing, Governor Murphy announced that the state of New Jersey is cancelling 
all statewide student assessments for spring 2020. This includes the cancellation of the New Jersey 
Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA-formerly PARCC), ACCESS for ELLs, and the Dynamic 
Learning Maps (DLM) assessment. These cancellations will not prevent any students from meeting 
their 8th grade graduation requirements.  
  
A reminder that our school buildings are closed to all but designated staff members. If students or 
staff need instructional materials from the school they must contact their principal. 
 
If you need anything, reach out to your child's teacher, school counselor, or school administrators. We 
are all here for you. I will continue to communicate weekly with our community to provide the latest 
updates.    
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Though we think home instruction is working as well as possible for our district, we all are eager to 
get back to schooling as we knew it before, when that is safe. This tremendous disruption of our 
normal routine is going to leave us all with a greater appreciation for our everyday lives and each 
other. 
     

Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Shouffler, Ed.D. 
 
 
 
 

 


